Fertilisers Rill.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom): Then I beg to wmove: “That
the following words be added to the first sub-
clanse: ¢ Provided that due notice shall be
given to the owner or occupier of such lands of
the intention to enter thereon.’

Tee Hox, ¥. M. STONE: To whom is the
notice to he given? TIf wesay the owner, he
may be in England, and there might be
uo occupiers I think we should report

progress, so that we may consider the matter.

I move that progress ba reported.
Question put and passed.
Progress reported.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House at 6 o'clock p.m. adjourned
until Wedneaday, 7th August, 1895, at +£.30
o'clock p.m. .

Fegislative Jssemnipy,

Thursday, 18t August, 1805,

Customs Duties Repeal Bill: third reading—Fevti-
Uisers and Feeding Stuffs Bill: second reading—
Cold felds Il - second reading ; postporement of
debate— Railway and Theatre Refreshinent Rooms
Liceusing Il : firstveading— Works Authorvised
wpon  Istimates wuncommenced or  wnfinished—
laims re Reswmption of Lends at Buibury for
Ruiliway Puvposes—Dismissal of Fucompetent
Civi! Sercents— Adjournment,

Tur SPEAKER took the chair nt 4.30
o’clock p.m. :
PRAYERS,

CUSTOMS DUTIES REPEAL BILL.
THIRD READING,

Bill read n third tiwe, and tranamitted to
the Legislative Council.

FERTILISERS AND FEEDING STUFFs
BILL.

SECOND READINO—ADJOURNED DEBATE,

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : I have not been able
to make out what is the renl intention of this
Bill ; but, on locking ot its provisions, the Bill
appears to me to be one for the anufacture
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of criminnls. That is the general impression
T get from the Bill ; and, if it is the intention
of the Governmwent to place this npon the
Statute Boolk, one of two things is going to
happen : cither the Bill must be inoperative,
and is therefore not worth passing, or else it
is going to be exceedingly oppressive, and, in
the latter view, this is not the kind of legisla-
tion that ought to be passed by this Honse.
Wo have it stated in the first clanse that
“ Kvery person who selle for use na a fertiliser
of the s0il any article manufnetured in the
said Colony, or imported from abread, shall
sign and give to the purchaser an invoice
stating the name of the article and whether it
is an artificially compounded article or
not ;" and so on ; so that a man mny
not gell a bag of bonedust without Deing
required to give o certificate.  ‘There is some
doubt as to whether a man may sell a load of
stable manure, without being, in litke manner,
compelled to give an invoice setting forth
ecrtain  particulars-—not only that, but an
invoice that bears the character of a warranty,
Ly showing the exnet amount of chemieal pro-
portions ‘of the fertilisers contained in the
mannre.  Failing this, the seller ia made
liable to a penalty of £20 for the first offence,
and £50 npon a second conviction, This might
not appear so serivus, were it not that upon
examination of the provisions, it transpires
that any person may tuke a sunple out of any
bag or quantity of fertilisers offered for sale
and may take it away and get it annlysed,
althongh he is not rorquired by the Bill to
prove that it is a fair sample of the bnik,
Upon such evidence as that, the vendor may
be mulct in a finp of £20, upon =a first
convietion. I wonld suggest that this is not
the kind of legislation we want in this colony
—that there is no eall for legislutinn of this
kind. Tooking at the other portion of the
Bill, relating to artificlal feeding stuifs for
live stock, it seems to me the ¢ provisions, if
necessary, onght to have been in a general
Bill dealing with the adnlteration of food.
Tuking this Bill as a whole, it is 3¢ absolutely
bad, s¢ useless, and eo dangerous in its
charncter that, without further accupying the
attention of the House, I am going to move,
as an amendment, that the Bill be read a
second time this day six months.

ME. LEAXE : I second the amendment.

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) : This Bill has been introdueed by the
Governmnent, at the request of the Agrienltural
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Bureau ; and its provisions are the samens
those passed in England and which have een
in operntion some years, 18 nlgo in South Aus-
tralin, I am not aware whether a similar Bill
has been passed in other colonies of Australis,
but I have no doubt that such a law exists in
aome of them, Ido know thatb this is cxactly
the lnw ns it is in England and in South Auns-
tralia ; and this Bill is designed to protect
those cultivators who buy actificial manures,

by preventing persons from selling so-called |

fertitisers which may be anything but what
they are represented to he. It will he readily
recognised by the House that it is within the
power of any unscrupuloung person to compound
any sort of stulf he thinks fif, and sell it under
the name of bonedust, or under the name of
any other fertiliser. It is impossible for the
general public, or the farwing community, to
sutisfy  themselves whether 2 compound
offered for sale as a fertilising manure
is such or mnot, and they arve thus
placed at the mercy of the dealer who
imports it, or the manufacturer who compounds
it, ‘I'his Bill enacta that, when a sale is made,
the settler shall state what the inaterial con-
sists of. If it is imported, the dealer who has
it for sale can always obtain from the inerchant
or the manufacturer, upon the invoice, those
puriicnlars which, by the law of England and
the law of South Australia, the vendor is
bound to state, and wupon which he who
andertakes to sell fertilisers of a certain kind
should know what he is selling. No man
woutld care to sell, for instance, an artificial
manure compounded largely of eawdust, and
to get for it u price as & valuable manure, if he
knew what the stuff really consisted of ; and
certainly no cultivator wouid care to buy it.
't'his Bill is intended to preserve the interests
of the purchaser, hy compelling the vendor of
an artificial manure to state on the invoice
what are the ingredients of the alleged Fertilis-
ing material—to state what percentage of
nitrogen, of solable and insoluble phosphates,
and of potash, sre contained in the compound.

Mr, InuiwaworTR: That is where it
eomes in.

The ATTOERNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) : That is where the sawdnat comes jn. I
do not know whether there are any manufne-
tarers of artificial manures in this colsny, or
persons who dewl solely in them ; but if. the
artificial manures are imported. the dealers or
agents can easily obtain an invoice from the
persons supplying the stuff, such invoeice show-
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ing the ingredients. Surely hon. members are
not going to contend, in the interest of im-
porters, that dealers shall beallowed to import
and soll anything a manufacturer or merchant
elsewhere may choose to send them, under the
name of some fertilising manure ; whether the
stuff is what it i represented to he or not.
Surely we all desire that when o farmer pays
his money for nn artificial manure, he ahould
geb what he bargains for, and that the person
selling the muanure shall sell that which he re-

" presents it to be. The scller is the only person

who is compelied by the Bill to make a state-
wment of what the stuff is ; and surely he ought
to he compelled to do this, becanse he iz the
vendor who is getting a price for it upon the
represuntation that it is o fertilising manure.
A buyer may take a sample of the stuff to the
Goverpment Analyst and say, “ T have paid a
certnin price for this article. Is it gen-
uine ¥’ 'The Analyst, after testing it, may
reply, “ This so-called fertiliser is all saw-
dust.” 1 eay that sort of deception shonld be
stopped, and the scller should be made to
understand that it is no use importing any
more sawdast. [ cannot see that this Bill will
do any harm. The members of the Burean of
Agriculture, acting in theinterest of the conn-
try, huve produced this Bill and requested the
Government to place it before Parlinment;
and I say again it is exactly o copy of the
Eaglish Act, and also of the Act that has been
udopted in South Australia as to fertilisers,
but not as to feeding stuffa, because Lhe
South Australian Legislature has not adopted
the provisions ns to feeding stuffs for cattle,
thongh I think that part of the Bill is
more imporiant than the part dealing with
fertilising manures. Perhaps the hon. mem-
ber who opposed this Bill keeps a goat in
hiz backyard, or some other hon. member
keeps o goat, und of course ho would like to be
assured that when he buys oil-cake for his
zoat, the animal shall get oil-cako and not
sowe nseless imitation,

Me. ILLINGWORTH :
from oil-cake ?

Tue ATTORNLSY -GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt): I don’t know; but a person buying
a compound called "oil cake ™ might take it to
the Government Analystand say, " The goat'a
milk iz all gone, since [ began giviag oil-cake
to increass the milk; and the Anelyst might
examine the stuff, and veply, '*Yes, because
this is compressed sawdust.”  Well, that goat
might do better, in the way of milk, upon being

Who can tell raps seed
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supplied with the true oil-cake, obtained from
a place of business which dealt in the genuine
article. [ do not thin!t that either the first
portion of the Bill, for ensuring thav artificial
manures sold in the colony shall be what they
are represented to be, or the second portion
referring to feeding stuffa for live stock and
ensuring that the goat [ have mentioned shall
get the genvine oil-enke when ordered. [ do
not think that cither part can possibly do the
harm which the hon. member {Mr. Illing-
worth) suys it will. At present, I cannot
regard the hon. momber as an suthority on the
aubjects dealt with in this Bili. I do not know
whether he ever kept stock and fed them on
artificial food ; and, uantil I know that, I shall
withhold my judgment as to his remarks. I
would like to hear the opinion of other hon.
members—the hon. member for the Gascoyne,
for instance—in order to get the views gener.
ally of members of the House who nare ex-
perienced in these matters.

Mz. LOTON : The principle of the Bill is one
"which we ghould all [avor, and it ia that those
cultivators who purchase artificial fertilisers in
thie colony shounld be agsured that the articte
they pry for is what it is represented to he,
Then with regard to manufacturing feeding
stuffs for live stock, the same argument applies.
Thercfore T agree with the principles leid down
in the Bill, that we chould legislate in the
direction of securing the genuineness of these
articles. Bearing in mind that there is pro-
Liably no manufacturer of these articles in the
colony, except bonedust, and that to so limited
an extent that one conld not purchase 50 tons
of it made in the course of twelve months, it
does secm to me that, in legislating against
impogition of thig kind, we should attempt to
gel at the manuofactuvers of these products,
and make them linble, and not direct the
penalties against every person who deals in
these articles. That is where the diffculty
comes in. We should endeavor to seo that
those persons who wanufacture or import
these articles do supply them in o genuine
form ; and I do not think the penalties in the
Bill should be made to apply to every person
who happens to deal in these articles. The
person to get at is the originator of the fraud,
if there be a frand. I think the Bill needs
more consideration in this respect; and
though T am not prepared to say whether it
can be amended to that extent in committee,
I shalil be in favor of it if that can be done,
because I approve of the principle of the Bill.
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Mg, HARPER.: This Bill haa been prepared
by the Bureau of Agricanlture, in consequence
of a desire expressed over and over again by
farmers aud coltivators who are in the habit
of using artificial manures for their land and
artificial Feeding stuffa for their live stock, and
who waut toensnre the gennineness of these
nrticles when purchasing them. A great
many of these persons haveszaffered very heavy
logs by the purchase of artificial manures—
some imported and some manufpctured in the
colony—which were found not to be genuine
when applied to the land. I cannotses what
experience the hon. member for Naunine has
had, to justify him in opposing this Bill so
strongly. +he improper practices which this
Bill ia intended to stop are opposed to the com-
mon sense of every man who cultivates Iand
and has to use artificial manures aa fertilisers.
Welknow that deception is practised in many
cases, and it is only faur that those persons
who use these manures should be protected
against deception. ‘The objection raised by
the hon. member for the Swan, that the peoal-
ties in the Bill should apply only to importers
or manufacturers as the parties originally ra-
sponsible, seems to me impracticable, becanse
those dealers who sell amall quantities of a ton
or two would only have to buy thai which
comes in from the manufugturer up to siand-
ard qunlity, then adulterate it, and afterwards
pass it off as genuine; so that by leaving the
deuler free to do a3 ke liked, there would be
no protection for people on the soil whe pay for
the stuff as genuine, and use it. I am sure
the Honse will be making a great misiuke by
throwing out this Bill, as proposed by the hon.
member for Nannine; for if that he done under
a belief vhat the House will be benefiting the
community, I can assure hon. members the
effect will be just the opposite. 1 hope n very
large majority of the House will reject the
smendment.

Mg. B. F. BHOLL: T agres with the hon.
member for the Swan that the object of this
Bill is a worthy one, when dealing purely with
fertilisers; but the Bill algo deals with arti-
ficial feeding stuffs, and as there are no
artificial feeding stuffs, such agoil-cake manu-
factured in the colony, the Bill will throw the
enus on importers. Thus an importer will
have to give & warranty with every consign-
ment he sends away or sells, stating that the

stuff consists of certain ingredients; but I do

not see how the unfortunate importer car give
such guarantee without having first obtained



466 Ferlilisers Bill.
am analysis of evary consignment he sends into
the country-—each and every bagful. With
regard to fertilisers, the intention of the Billis
a good one, and I think the measure should not
be rejected without due consideration. It has
been suggested that the Bill should be referred
to a Select Committee. When the Government
introduce a Bill they ought to lake the full
rezponsibility for it, and should under-
stand it, so 03 to be able to explain it to the
Houge. If an irresponsible Lody like the
Agricultural Burean wnnts to place a Bill
before Parlinment, a private member shoutd
be usgked to introduce it on behulf of that
body. When the Government introduce a
Bill they ought to be able to expluin its pro-
visions, but they have not done so in this case.
I should be sorry to see this Bill rejected,
bocause it will protect farmers from having
artificial manures introduced into the country
or menufactured here that wre represented to
be valuable us fertilisers, when prouably the
compound congists largely of sand or other
useless atuff. [ hope the Bill wiil not Lo re-
jected at the present stage, but that it way
be umended in committee or referred Lo a
Select Comunittee,

M. LEAK: Sir.

_Mg. A, ForrEesT: You do mot know much
about this,

Mr. LEAKE: The hon. member for Waest
Kimnberley says I do not know much about this
subject. Perhaps I do not; but I know some-
thing about the Bill, and it is u mwost extra-
ordinary weasura. However it came into the
House only Ministers know. PYerhaps it is
becuuse of the influence of the Agricultural
Burean, which seema to me 0 be like o huge
actopus, spreading ita feeders oul to every
department, and clutching hon. members and
everybody else, with a view of benefiting itself.
There are included in the composition of that
august body po leaa than three members of
this House, one of whom is the Hon. the
Commissioner of Crown Landg, the other two
being the hon, memler for Beverley and the
hon. member for Northam. How can the
House give impartial econsideration to a
weagure ach as this, which has been intro-
duced at the instunce of the Bureaw of Agri-
culture, when we find eo much influence—
including Ministerial inflnence—brought to
bear upon it? It is not right that the komn.
gontlemen I have nawed shonld advocate the
passage of this measure when they are so
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the time to dilate upon this sabject; but T
feel very warmly upon it: and it is a great
mistuke that there showld be all thia Parlia-
mentary inflaence upon this Bureau, which
was intended to be an ipdependent body.

M=r. Crargsow : Do not get excited.
all right.

Mr., LEAKE: It would be better for some
hon. members if they were not to make
chservations. The hon. member for Nannine
is not far out when he says this Bill will manu.
facture criminals, becanse it is an attempt Lo
extend the operation of the criminal law in o
manner which ought not to be recognised. Tt
ia an nttempt also to interfere with trade to
an exceptional extent, and to cuet tho hlame
upon those who really, from o businesy point
of view, are blameless, or at any rate have not
the opportunity of protecting themselves
which they ought to have. 1f the Bill were
aimed at the manufacturer or the original
importer of these articies, it would not matter;
iomt unfortunately it hits the trader—the
harwless, inoffensive country storekeeper,
who purchases in bulk and retails in small
quuntities, and il is against him the Burean
of Agriculture would exert all their influence
Adulteration takes placelong before it reaches
the sinall traders, and we cannot expect to
administer such an Act as this when we are
dealing with small samples of the articles
scabtered all over the country. [ would draw
attention to the fact that only one analyst is
suggested by the Biil. [+ hias been very tritely
observed Ly the hon. mewmber for the Gas-
coyne thut there is really no very large
guantity of these articles imported. ‘I'be Bill
in, thercfore, of no value here. It may apply
with some force in Kngland, where agricultare
depends in o great mmensure upon the compon-
ent parta of the fertilisers which are used;
but here, in the majority of instances, the
agriculturist cultivates such a large quantity
of land, that it would nof{ pny him to use
these fertilizers. ‘U'hey may be in use in the
immediate neighborhcod of Perth, or tiuild-
ford, or York for instance, but they are not
used by the Farmers generally. If tho purchaser
has any cause for complaint regarding adul-
terntion of these articles—and there hovo
been no compliints—he has his ordinary
common law cmedy againet the vendor. 1
do not see why we should be so anxious to
protect cattle and horses againat adulterated
food, when human beings are not protected

It ig

greatly interested in it. Perhaps this ia not [ against adulternted liguors. This question of
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adulteration shonld be dealt with in an Adul-
toration Act, and not in o measure of the kind
before the House, and I protest ngainst drag-
ging cattle food into the mengare simply to
gratify the fad of this irresponsible hoard, the
Bureau of Agriculture. There has been no
demand for the measure, except from that
body. As I before pointed out, only one
analyst will be appointed, snd the expense to
an unfortunate storekeeper away in an out-
lying district, if he has to eend for thia analyst
to inspect a bag of bonedust, will be consider-
able. .

‘I'ne CommrssToNER OF UrownN Lanps (Hon.
A, K. Richardson): He can send a sample
down by pest.

Me. LEAKE : No; he cannot do so, because
the article has to be identified. Then aguin
we find that Section 6, sub-Section (b) says :—
“The costs of and incidental to the obtnining
“of any analysis in pursuance of this section
* ghall be borne by the seller or the buyer, in ac-
 cordance with the results of the analysis, and
" ghnll be recoverableas a simple contractdebt.”
T'hat is surely an unnecessary provision, and
will work a hardship on the small dealer for
whose benefit the Bill is introduced. Then a
man is linble to imprisonment if he tampers
with a sample, while the meamre npplies to
the wholesale as well s the retail traders,and
is, therefore, likely to harass small country
‘storekeepers. For theso reasens I shall object
to this Bill, and I:hope hon. members will care-
fully consider it before they allow it to pass. I
venture to say there are not more than half
o dozen hon. members who have looked through
the Bill, and I think I might include amongst
them some hon. members on the Ministerial
side of the Homse. @ 'We had the resurance of
the Hon. the Commirsioner of Crown Lands
that the Bill was o harmless measure, and in
an off hand mnanner he introduced it in a
speach lasting about three minutes; but, on
being criticised, we find thal it iz surrounded
by all sorts of difficulties.

THE ConMIsSIONER OF CrOWN Lanps (Hon,
A. R. Richardson) : Point out some of them.
We have not heard any.

Me. LEAKE: Is it of any use for me to hope
to persuade the Minister for the Agricultural
Burenu, that his darling measure is anything
but the very best ? 1f this ia the greatest
effort of the mighty mind of the Commissioner
of Crown Lands since he has been in office,
let us hope he may improve before leng.

Me. TRAYLEN: I do not think the hon.
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member for Albany has done himself anything
like justice. As representing an agricultural
district, I think the request made by the agri-
cultural community is a proper ome, The
farmers, in purchasing manures are lisble to
be imposed upon, and they bave no easy
method of redrass. That method of redress
is proposed by this measure, and I hope that,
with some possible modifieations in committee
it will be passed. The general principle of the
Bill may be accepted. At the same time, it ia
not surprising that the hon. member for
Nannine sees some difficulties in carrying out
its provisions. I have always felt it is hard
thot a person who has had no hand in the pro-
duction of an article should be punished for
aelling is, when it is not what it is professed
to be; but if we arenet to carry into effect any
new legislation becanse of that, we shall atill
have the community subject not only to be
defrauded in the way of artificial mapuares and
food for cattle, but in many other ways, be-
sides, The only remedy for this is to muke
the immediate vendor the responsible percon,
and let him hoave a remedy against the person
who sold te him. That may be a very diffi-
cult thing to do, when the original manunfac-
turer ig in Great Britain; but T capnet think
that is a sufficient reason why we should not
legislate in favor of the person here who
wishes to uwse imported manure or imporied
food, as the cage may be. It is alleged that
the Bill will manufacture criminnls. Every
Bill does that. If a messure is to opernte
at all, it must have n penal clause in
it. Perhaps the injustice that might be
wrought by the operation of this Bill would
e minimised, nnd at the same time the
farmers protected, if the maximum amount of
the fines were somewhat veduced. It has
been alleged that the storekesper who buys in
the bulk and sells in small quantities will be
penalised by the Bill; but he has a remedy,
as I have already pointed out, I do not know
how much of the feeding stuffs is imported
into this colony—I am afraid the quantity is
small—but if there is any importation, we
ought to protect what there is. [ am entirely
out of sympathy with the hon, member for
Albany when he says this Bill is some scheme
of the Bureau of Agriculture. That body is
tho mouthpiece of the farming community,
and haa the rvight to originate a measure of :
this kind. I ghal]l support the second reading
of the Bill.

Tie PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): I
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was amused at the hon. member for Albany
making n speech on this subject, and telling
us he folt very warm upon it, and took o great
interest in it. The hon. member seemed fo
take pleasure in stating that the members of
the Bureau of Agriculture had interests of
their own to serve in connection with the Bill;
while, in addition to that, he insinuated that
they had some motive other than for that
of desiring to promote the public good, in
bringing this measure forward. Further, his
remarks appeared to indicate that he thought
those members were enjoying large emolu-
ments. They are a number of gentlemen who
have undertaken this work without any fee or
reward, and who give a great deal of time to
this public duty. I do ot think it Tecomes
any hon. member to sneer at them. They
deserve a great deal of credit, and the thanka
of this House and the country are due to
them for the good work they are trying to
effect in the colony. This Bill is introduced,
not only at the wish of the Ag icultursl
Burenu, but in deference to the wishes of the
recent Producers’ Conference, which wus
attended by representatives of all the agri-
cultural communities io the colony. If it is
an extraordinary Bill, as the hon. member for
Albany ealls it, I can only say it finds a place
on the Imperial Stutute Book, and was passed
only & year ago.

Mz. Leage: The circumstunces nre not the
same.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest) :
I do not think a Bill that is the law of Enyg-
land, and one-half of which is the law of South
Australia, can be called an extraordinary
measure. Ido not profess to have given the
Bill much attention, but it appears to me to
be a very good measure. It ia not to be sup.
posed that every little storekeeper will sell
these fertilisers and foodstuffs, becanse pur-
chasers, in nine cases vub of ten, obtain the
articles direct from the importers. I do not
think that those persvns who sell the fertilisers
will have great liabilities thrust upon them,
because the most that will happen will be a
fine of not exceeding £20 for the first offence
and £30 for the second.

Mz. InLinoworTHE: And the next time he
goes to gnol.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): T do

*not think so0, unless he tampers with the
sample. If he commits & franduleat act he will
go togaol. This Bill ccrtainly is in the in-
terest of the agriculturist who wants a pood
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fertiliser ; while, on the other hand, those
persons who are engaged in this business, nnd
undertake to say the article they sell is
genuine, when it is not, must take the respon-
sibility. We are not going to compel the agri-
cultural cowmunity to purchase rubbish, and
it isto effect this end that the Bill is intro-
duced. I feel snre the hon. member for Nan-
nine and the hon. member for Albany will not
receive very much support from this House in
their endeavor 1o throw the Bill out, as it is n
mensure nbsolutely essential to promote the
welfare of the agricultural community.

Mg, COOKWORTHY : There are only two
opponents to this Bill, and they are the hon.
mewber for Nunnine and the hon. member for
Aluany, T did net hear the speech of the for-
mer gentleman ; but with regard to the obser-
vadiong of the hon. mewmber for Albany, I
would sooner take his opinion upon n point of
law than upon agricultural subjects. This
Bill will work to the benefit of the agricultural
community, who should he protected against
spurious articles being foisted upon them ; nnd
ns this i the principle of the Bill hefore us, I
shall support it.

Mr. RANDELL: T think the principle ur-
derlying one portiom of this Bill, namely, that
fertilisers should be delivered accerding to the
invoice, is a very important ome, and one
which affects all classes of the community as
much as agricnlturista. I doubt the desira-
bility of including food atuffs in the provisionsa
of the Bill, because I do notthink they are im-
ported to any great cxtenl. As we kpow that
adulteration is practised to a very lurge extent
on bonedust and wanures, I think it is desit-
able to legislate in the direction of putting a
stop toit. Itis not fair, however, to penalise
the retailer of thesearticles, nnd perhaps some
better method of detecting the guilty person
may be devised. For imstance, a provision
could be niade that every shipment of manures
should be certified by an analyat of the coun-
try in whick they are manufactured that the
article i3 genuine ; or, if that were liuprachic-
able, an analyst conld be appointed here, whase
duty it would be to exmmmine overy shipment
before it is Janded. I do nob anticipate thatit
would be necessary to appoint an officer nt all
the ports of the colony, ns the largest gquanti-
ties would be landed at Fremantle. T think
it is important that persons who buy
large guantities of fertilisers and find that
they are utterly worthless, and often injurious,
to crops, should have some means of obtaining
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redress. Ishall support the second readiog of
the Bill, in the hope that it will be amended in
the dircetion of making the person lisble to
punishment who adulterates or tampers with
these articles. Thereis a possibility that they
are tampered with after they leave the mann-
facturers; but T have heard of bonedust
manufactured in this colony which contains
only 25 per cent. of bonedust; and there is
little doubt that the imported articles are
also adulternted. I huve seen a cutting from
the Londoen Times, which shows to whatextent
adulteration is carried on in England, and I
© i inpressed with the necessity of taking
steps to put a stop to the practice here,

Mg, MARMION: When I first saw this
Bill, 1t struck me, as it apprars to havestruck
some other hon. members, that it was n curious
Bill, and I could not see the necessity for it.
It seemed to me to inflict some hardship, and
[ have not altered my opinion after hearing
the opinions expressed by hon. members who
have already spoken. An hon, member has
suggested that the Agricnltural Burean should
protect the agriculturist. I do not agree
with this. Tthinkeverybodyin thecolonyshould
be protected, and not alone the agriculturist,
and nof only in one particular, but in every
other. I think we ought to be able to make
every man, when selling an article, give a
certificate that the article contains only what
it is represented to contain. Thia is not such
a gimple matter as many hon. members think.
I know for n fact that laurge quantities of
manures of vurinus kinds, both guano and arti-
ficially prepared manures, are being locally
produced, but they are not dealt with by this
Bill. Most of the manufactured articles come
into the eolony in large guantities, and are
bonght up by local men for the purpose of
distribution. That issimply o fact, and T defy
the Agricultural Burean to denyit. It is no
doubt necessary to legislate in oxrder to make
the man who imports in the first instance,
have an analysis made to prove that
tho article he imports ia what it pro-
fesses to be; but what about the article
when it gets aut of his hunds, and is being
distributed in various parts of the colony—
who ia then to coctify to the retail buyers?
I an quiteof theopinion of those hon. members
who have snid it is o mistake to mix up the
twao questions of fertilisers and food for cattle,
even if there were uny necessity for dealing
with the questiou of the purity or impurity of
the articles imported. I do not believe there
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is any large quantity of artificially prepared
eattle food imported into the colony. I think
I am correct in saying that if there ie any,
it is very little. We do hear of artificial foods
imported by chemists, but they are not for
cattie, and are not imported by the ton.

Av Hon. MEMBEER : What about compressed
fodder ?

Mr.MARMION: Yes; what about bran and
chaff? The only certificate wunted in those
casges ig for the cattle to eat it. That proves
its genuineness. [ think that Bills similar to
this one are calculated to hamper trade, aud to
interfere with itarepular courss. Lhave no faith
in them, and predict that if this Bill becomes
law, very little action will be taken wu:der it.
People will not deal with matters of thia sort
because thay ave so troublesome and unpleas-
ant, and I venture to think this Bill will innke
them wmore so, becanse people will not run the
rwk of being sent to prison. [ do not wish to
oppose the Government to the extent of
voting with the hon. .nember who has moved
that the Bill be read a second time this day
six montha; but T do think provision might be
made to secure some little benefit in the direc-
tion I have indicated. Before the Bill be-
comes 1w, it should be threshed ont in a Select
Commitiee.

Mg. CLARKSON : [ amm guing to support
this measure because 1 am one of those who
have been imposed upen * I have bought what
was supposed to bs guano, but it turned omt
to be nothing but limesbone, or other rubbish.
1 think there ought to be a law by which the
pretended fertilisera should e put to some
test, and therefore I support the Bill.

Tuz COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon, A. K. Richardson}: [ do not agree with
the hon. member for Fremantle. One would
think, to hear hiw talk, that these imyported
fertilisers changed hands nbout fifty times
before they got to the user. The fact is,
however, that they are imported in large
quantities, and go direef from the importer to
the agriculturist.

AN Hon, MEMBeEE : Not as a rule.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
{Hon. A, K. Richardson): Yes, as o rule, they
do go direct into the hands of the agriculturist.
The chief thing imported is bonedust, and it
comes from Adelaide, It comes here with a
certificate of analysis which fact shows that in
South Australia they know the value of these
analyses. The importer gets these analyses
with the articles, and gends them along when
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delivering the goods, and those agriculturists

who are up to their business will not
buy nonless they get these analyses.
It is not all farmers who are alive

to the tricka of trade, and so they are liable to
be imposed upon. I think it rather hard that
the farmers, in buying manures, should so
often find themselves the subjects of imposi-
tion. Parliament should give them some pro-
tection. Everyone who has had anything to
do with buying the locally produced manures
will be aware that he cannot feel wure ns to
what he is getting when he buys them, and it
would e a great protection to the community
if they could know that the article they were
purchasing was really what it professed to be.
The importer must see that he gets the cer-
tificate of analysis from the manufacturer,
ond that certificate of analysis must he
forwarded on with the manure until
it reachea the agriculiurist. When once
it is known thet there are penalties
attached to impositions and frauds, the
parties most interested will look after them-
selves. Some hon. members have alleged, as
an argument against the Bill, that it is not a
measure for general protection. That is a
much larger question, and it would be o good
thing if such general protection could be
given; but that ia surely no argument against
protecting the farmers in this particular. I
think we cught to protect u large classlike the
agricalturists from imposition in the matter
of manures. This is not the firat occasion
upon which we have heard the hon. wember
for Albany sneering ab the Agricwlbural
Bureau, but the House is getting used to it,
and does not take much notice of hiwm. I ven-
ture to think that a body of practical men
who give up their time to the interests of the
community at large, and endeavor by various
measures to advance the intereats of agricul-
ture generally, are entitled to something better
than sneers. One would think, to hear some
hon. members talk, that the members of the
Bureau are engaged in making very lurge pro-
fits for themselves, in an obscure kind of way
not understood by the general public. The
fact is that the very reason of their existence
is to further the interests of agriculture,
and to do everything possible for spreading
reliable information reepecting it. ‘Lhis
little book, compiled by Mr. A. Despeissis, 1a
sufficient warrant for their existence. It haa
been very effectual in the spread of reliable
information. I thiuk it shows very bad taste
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indeed, on the part of those who profess to re-
present the people in Parliament, and who
have the interests of the country at heart, to
get up in their places here and sneer at men
whose gole object is to benefit the country at
large, We hear n good deal of sentiment
sometimes about settling people on the land,
but when a thoroughly pructical question ia
brought forward it is speered out of court.
Some hon. members are very fond of indulging
in generalities about agriculture, but as soon
as wo come to a practical guestion that re-
quires thought and effort, they do not want to |
bo Lothered. The Agricultural Burcauw, how-
ever, does not conduct its business in that
manner. 1t must be remembered there isa
very large quantity of these fertilisers used.
There are some hundreds, if not thousands, of
tous of Abrolhog guano used every year in
this colony, and the agricultural districts of
the colony are realising the bepefit of it. I
think it is desirable that those who cannot
protect themselves should be protected by
Parliament ; and therefora I hope the good
sense of hom. members will lead them not
to support the amendment of the hon. mem-
ber for Nannine. If, when we get into com-
wittee on the Bill, bon. members can point
out improvements, either by striking out
clanses or inserfing new ones, we shall be
quite ready to adopt thein if they will make
the Bill mere perfect.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

GOLDFIELDY BILL.
SECOND READING—ADJOURNED DEBATE.

Me. ILLINGWORI'H: I rise to ask the
Government, in defercnce to the expressed
wishes of the peogple on the goldfields, to con-
gsent to the further adjournment of the
debate.

Tue ATTORNLY - GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt): I should like to point oub to hon.
members it is important we should proceed
with the debate, as the goldfields enactwents
need to Le consolidated. Still, in deference
to the wishes of the representatives of the
goldfields, the Government do not oppose the
further adjournment of the debate.

Mg. MORAN: It is the general wish to
turther postpone the second reading of the
Bill. Vecy grave criticisin has taken place ab
both the large centres of the goldfields, but
the results are not yet to hand. They are
heing forwarded to me and to the hon, mewber
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for Nannine. I do pot think it will do any
harm to postpone the discussion on the second
reading ; so with the consent of the House, I
move that the debate he further adjourned
until T'uesday next

Tue SPEAKER : The hon. member cannot
move o further adjournment, as he moved it
last time.

Tug ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt): I move that the debate be adjourned
until Tuesday next.

Question put and passed.

RAILWAY AND THEATRE REFRESHMENT
ROOMS LICENSING BILL.

[ntroduced by the ATTORNEY.GENERAL
(Hon. 8. Burt), and read a first time.

WORKS AUTHORISED UPON ESTIMATES
UNCOMMEN('ED OR UNFINISHED,

Mg. RARDELL, in accordance with notice,

moved for a return, showing all works sathor-
isod on the Wstimafes for 1894-5 not yet com-
menced or still incompleto; such return to
stute the reasons why the works have not been
undertaken, or, if begun, wre not finished.”
He said: I think it advisable to have us much
informution s possible in connection with
works that are being carried on out of last
yenr's votes, so that we may the more effec-
tually deal with the Estimates as they come
on this year. Without further remarks, I
move for the return which stands in my name.
Question put and passed.

CLAIMS RE RESUMPTION OF LAND AT
BUNBURY FiR RAILWAY PURPOSES.
Mg SIMPSON, in accordance with notice,

moved for a return “ showing the names of

* proprietors and amounts clasimed in each
instance of land recently resumed for railway
purposes ut Bunbury; the amounts offared in
each instance by the Government; the amount
of legal costs claimed in each instance; the
amount of legal costs paid in each instance;
the total amount paid for land resumed; the
total amount paid for legal expenses; the
amount of any other expenses or charges.”

Question put and passed.

DISMISSAL OF INCOMPEFENT OIVIL
SE&VANTS.

Mz, HARPER, in accordance with notice,
- moved, " that the final judgment given in the
“case of Smith cersus Shenton establishes
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« beyond any doubt the absolute right of the
" Government to dismiss any public servant
“ amployed under the Colonial Office regula-
* tions without commitling o breach of con-
“ tract. That it is rumored, and believed by
* gome, that there are persons in the Public
* 8ervice who, through incompetence, neglig-
“ence, indolence, or other causes, do not give
“ that service to the State which the public
“hag a right to expect. Aund whereas the
* presence of such persons (if they do exist)
*in the Public Service must prove a serious
“hindeance and couse of dissatisfaction to
*those officers who faithfully cndeavor to
“ discharge their duties to the State—this
* House desives that the Government should
“ tnke steps to replace officers who may be
“ incompetent, negligent, or indolent, with
** others of efficiency.” He gaid: I have been
informed by a good wany hon. members that
this notics of meotion of mine amounts to a
want of confidence in the Government.
"Bevernl hom., members: Hear, hear.] No-
thing is further from my intention than that;
and, therefore, to make it absolutely clear, I
wiegh to move, by leava of tho House, an ad-
litionsl puragraph to come between tho two
paragraphs of my motion and to stand as the
ietond one, as follows: “that the earnest
- endeavor and incessant labor of Ministers
“is gratifying to the country, and should
““ovoke the earnest loyalty of all civil ser-
“vants.” Hon. members who have been in
this House for some time will have n distinet
recollection of the munner in which Govern.
inent and Civil Service work was done under
the old Constitution, when every appointment
of uny consequence was made from Downing-
street. ‘I'he effect of that was that the
people in the service thought more of the
favor of Downing-strecet than they did of
the favor of the general public of
the colony. In fact, it was quite a
common thing for memberse of the ser-
vice, even from the Governor downwards,
to think that the public of Western Australia
existed solely for the purpose of paying them
their salaries. A ¢hange of Constitution, how-
aver, brought about an alteration in that, and
the centre of influenco was moved from
Downing-street to the public opinion of thia
colony. Onpe result, of conrse, has been the
appointment ot Ministers, who look for favor
tothe general public and not to Downing-
street-—as everyone knows, with very heneficial
results. I think hon. members will agree with -



472 Cinil Service Reform.
me that Ministers have worked assiduously in
their departments for the best interesta of the
colony. Of course they may make mistakes,
because they are ouly human., I has bheen
frequently remarked that Ministers in this
colony work a good deal harder than Ministers
in the other colonies do. It is juat possible
that the feeling which grew up under the cld
Constitation, when civil servaants recognised
the Home Office a8 thair employer, has not yet
died out, and it may be that some do not yet
realise that the taxpayers of this great colony
are those whoemploy them. The casealluded
to in this resolution, of Smith v. Shenton,
enlightened a good many people upon the
position held by the civil servants. Theo-
retically, they helieved the Government had
power to dismiss them, but the feeling had
grown up that when once they were in
the civil service, they could do as they liked
almost, and were safely housed in a billet for
the rest of their Jives. To some extent the
Legislature was responsible for that feeling.
Idare say hon. members will remember the
pornicious habit of private members taking
up cudgels for civil servants,

Me, R. F. SpoLL : That is done now.

Mz. HARPER : I qnite remember thaionly
a few years ago, a civil servant who had been
dismiseed, got & member of this House to in-
troduce a petition of right, desiring to have
the case enquired into, and it was with great
difficulty the Government succeeded in reject-
ing it. That practice had a very pernicious
effect, and I think this a good opportunity
for the House to emphasise ils apprecin-
tion of the lignt thrown ovpon the
ease, and to resolve that for the
fature they will permit nothing of the kind.
Those who live in the country must be very
well aware that amongst the general public
there are many things said about the civil
servants and the way some of them do their
work. 1t has been this class of complaint
that has brought into existence such bodies as
the Civil Service Commission. [know it has
been very often pointed out that those people
who are cutside the Government service often
work many more hours, work harder and get
less money for it, than those who arein the
gervice. When two individuals start in life
on an equality, you will find that the Civil
Servant has advantages the otherhasnot,and
members tmust know by their own experience,
that in the case of private firms the work
done by servants is very different to the work
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done for the Government. The taxpayer
who works for a’private firm and finds this to
be the case is very apt to feel a i-it sore. The
same thing applies to those who make their
living out of the land. The financiul
position of these is not as good to-day as it
was sowe years ngo either in pastoral or agri-
cultural | pursnits, On the other hand
it will be found by hon. wmembers
who take the trouble to make enquiries, that
the state of the people in the public service
hes been much bettered 1 the same peviod.
This sort of thing cannot help but raise a
little feeling outside. It must not be forgotten,
either, that this question is ome that has
cropped up over and over again in the Ans-
tralian colonies, whery the incompetence or
want of zeal on the part of public servants
has been an evil which has had to be fought.
The results of o syatem of patronage and of
unfit persons being introduced into the service
have been most striking elsewhere. As an
instance, they produced in Victoria what was
known as Bluck Wednesday. That atate of
affairs was clearly brought abount by the
failure of some persons in the public service
to do what the people of the country expected
them todo. Ido mnot, in the least degree,
intend it to be implied by this resolution,
that I can point to any individuals, but theve
is & genernl impression abroad that some
members of the public service do not do as
much as they ought to do. 1f the House will
agree to the addition [ have suggested being
made to the wotion, the Government will
clearly see that there ig no reflection upon
them, but that the House wishes them to take
action, and. wishes to back up any action that
may be taken or strenuous endeavors used, to

‘get for theservice the best class of officers

procurable.  If this is done the Government-
will have the vote of the Honse and the
anthority to deal with the clasa of the official
within the scope of the resolution, most fully.
I do hope that the Governmoent will not
attempt to assure this House that every public
servan$ in the Colony is most zealous in the
performance of his duty, for if they do so,
credence is not likely to be placed on the
statement. T trust the Government will accept
this resolution in the spirit I bring it forward,
for the only desire I have is to see the public
service of the Colony ocarried on in a decent
manner.

The SPEAKER: [ must deaw the attention .
of the Honse and of the hon. member to
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the face that the addition he desires should
be made to his resolution cannct be mnde
without the consent of the whole House.
It cannot be made if any hon. member of the
House raiees an objection.

Me. Sixeson: I object.

The SPEAKER: Then the motion will have
to be put to Honse in the form it appears on
the notice puper.

Me. R. ¥. SHOLL: [sccond the motion.

Trr PREMIER (Hom. Sir J. Forrest): I
think everyone will agree that the object the
hon. member for Beverley had in view is juat
ns he has told us. Everyone will give the hon,
member credit for desiring that the public
gervice of this colony should be as good as we
can possibly make it. I am sure that is the
gole desire which actuates him in bringing
this matter forward. I do not, myself, aze any-
thing to take exception to in the resolution,
excepting that it scems to meto assnwme a good
deal. Tt does undoubtedly assume a good
deal and it does not state anything very
definite or precise. Of course it stands to
renson that if members of the Ministry are
aware that in any of their departments
there are persons who are neglgent, incom-
petent or indolent, they would take immedinte
stepa to geb rid of them in some way or other.
I cun say for myself that [ am not nwarve of
the existence of any incempetent, negligent,
or indolent pursons in the departwents over
which I have control. If any member of this
House does know of the existence of any per-
gon in any of the Departments, who is
cither negligent, indolent or ingompetent, and
he will inform any member of the Miniatry of
the fact, I can assure him that enquiry will at
once be made and justice will be done. As hon.
members know, T have myself had & long
experience of the Civil Service of this Colony,
and I think, Sir, thatIam right in saying that
we have here o most excellent lot of officials.
I do not go ao far as to say there are not some
who might not be better than they are, but,
taking the service as a whole, the officials are
zealous and efficient in every way. I am sure
that the public service of this country is
quite equal in efficicncy to that of eny
other. Of course it somctimes happens
that officials do not behave themselves
as they should do, and when this is the case
steps are taken to remove them from the ser-
vice. The Government have had a number of
cases of this sort, and at no time have we
hesitated to act for the gencral benefit of the
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service. Wherever there is an instance of o
person nob fulfilling his duties properly, then
the House will find the Minister concarned
quite able to bring that person to task, It is
well recognised now that officers in the public
gervice only hold their positions during the
pleasure of the Government. Some people
way be inclined to say this is not a very secure
tenure of office for public rervants, but, to wy
mind, it is the strongest possible tenurc nny
man can geb. If» man does his worlk properly
he has not only the Government to do him
justice, but he has the House itself to protect
him. No public officer need feel afraid of the
position he occupies because of the decision in
the case of Siwith v. Shenton, o long as he
fulfils his dufies honestly. He will never
be interfered with, at any rate, uniil
there may be some rcorganisation of the
public service, and then he will be treated
with the utmost fairncss and consideration.
The Government have tried in the past, and
the House always acquiesces in that endeavor,
to reward officers who have shown themselves
worthy of reward. Every year we aubmit a
liat of all persons who are employed either
temporarily or permanently, and hon. members
have the opportunity of criticising any vote on
the Egtimates. Ido mot wish to say that on
matbers affecting some individonls in the ser-
vice, itis not possible for some hon. nember
to know more than a Minister, for each mem-
ber of the Ministry has so much to do in other
directions thut he cannot afford time to go in-
to all the little details of adwministration.
There are secretarics and other heads of de-
partmenta who are expected to keep Miniaters
infor med on matters of detail.  As I said he-

fore, I do not Ynow of any perscn
who iz incompetent, indolent, or neg-
ligent in any branch of the service.

What is ore, the hon. member him-
golf does not say that he knows of
any actual case, and that oll he knows is that
there has been & good deal of rumoring. The
bhon., member has informed the House that in
moving the resclution he has no one speciolly
in his mind who is either indolent, negligent,
or incompetent. T expect the principal object
of the hon. member in bringing the matter
forward, is to bring home to the members of
the public service what their position is since
the decision in the ease of Smith ». Shentrn,
that it is only held during pleasure, and that
if they do not give to the country the faithiul
service expected of them, they can be got rid
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of. Perhaps another object of thehon. member
wmay have been to give hon. members an
opportunity of expressing their views on the
Civil Service. [ have already snid we are not
awure of any of these persons being in the
gervice, but at the snme time the Government
have not the slightest objection to criticism,
and will welcome any discussivn in regard to
the Civil Service and those who ure in
it. OF course it must be recognised

than sowe people are more competent than,

others, and that some are more industrious,
but at the same time I eay the servico us o
whole is excellent and most efficient. You
will find some men better than vthers out of
any lurge body of men, and this wnust be the
experience of hon, memhurs who have to deat
with large numbers of men in their own
bueinesses. [ do not like to say that we will
take any exception to this resclutiom, bub
probably ofter the hom. member has henrd
what other hon. members have to sy in regard
to the subjoct, he will exercise his discretion
and withdraw it.

Mr, MORAN : Before this discussion goes
any Further, I think it will he worth owr while
to look closely into thie resolutivn and see
what it is the hon. member for Beverley really

MEans, He is supposed to be very
diplomalic, and consequently when he
brings a matter forward we mneed to

look into the resolution to see what he
intends it to mean. Now, Sir, inthe first
paragraph he wants this House to say:—
*That the finul judgwent given in the case of
" 8mith versus Shenton establishes beyond any
“ doubt the ubsolnte right of the Government
“ to dismiss any public servant employed under
“ the Colonisl Office regulations without com-
“ mitting & breach of contract.” Why * Colo-
nial Office,” may I ask? In reading between
thelines, it appears to me that it means there
are certain individuals in the Civil Service
wha hold their engagement under the regula-
tions of the Colonial Office, and who are not
disposed to recognise the right of the Govern-
mwent to dismiss them. It does not appear
from the wording of theresolution, as if it is
meant to apply to the general! service at all.
There must be some misunderstanding on the
part of those who hold positions in the ser-
vice, and who hold them under the Colenial
Ofiice regulations, that they cannot he dis.
missed by this Governwent, and that o resola-
tion of this kind is negessury. Althongh the
hon. member bas informed the House that be
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Imows of no particular individual to whom the
resolution eould be made to apply, he will par-
-lon we for saying that he must have had avery
strong suspivion that it would fit someone, or
clse we would never have heard of it atall. I
mush also say this, that I do not regard it as o
fair way to bring these matters forward. 1f
the hon. member doea know of a case wherean
officer is not doing his duty he should come for-
winrd, and let the matter be enguired into.
There hns been far too wmuch insinuation in
the remarks of the hon. member for Beverley,
and not enough definite knowledge to ask the
House to give an opinion on the resolution. If
L vead through the resolution properly, the
hon, member has an idea that some officinl is
uot doing his duty, and that someone must be
sowmeone high in office to require a motion of
this character. There nre probably some peoplu
in the public service who have only mude up
tbeir minds to do any work since this case of
Smith ». Shenton, and if that is the case, I .
would take care that at this late hour of the
day they bad not the opportunity to begin.
30 fur ns the general body of the public service
of this colony is concerned, I know there are
muny cfficisls who have been doing double
work for months. They are at it night and
day, and I know of instances in the Public
Wourks Department where officials have been
ub it until 3 o’clock in the morning.

Mg. S1arsoN : And Sundays, too.

Mg. MORAN: Yes ; and Sundays too. Look
at the work done by some of those in charge of
vountry post offices. 'They have to work hours
40 human system can stund. If there are
vases, I say let us put a finger on the sore spot
at onee, and not beat about the bush. If there
are people who come late, who think it is
uecessary to be always running out for whis-
sies and scdas, and who stay away whole days
when they think fit, let us know it and let
them be dealt with.  Let a definite charge be
made so that it may be sheeted howme, and let
us emphasise the fact that po matter how a
wember of the public service has been engaged,
lve must do his duty te the State.

Me. THROSSELL : When I listencd to the
hon. member for Beverley, I could not help
coming to the conclusion that he wasindulging
in romance. It is, of conrse, quite impossible
for indolent or incompetent people to be in
the civil service. Tf goes without saying that
if there are people of this sort the Government
will quickly deal with them. At the same
time, [ may be permitted to say that the
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Government have a very difficult task before
them, for the officiale whoe can come within
the definition laid down in the motion are
those the Government will be least willing to
touch. They are the people who have made
mud pies with members of the Minisiry,
and we cunmot expect members of the Minis-
try to be too severe with these. However,
8ir, if the indolence complained of is only the
indolence of old age, and is after years of
valusble service to the country, I do hope
that whatever will be done, will be done on
right lines. A man who haa passed a guarter
of a century in fnithful service, and who,
through declining years, finds himself incom-
petent to carry out his duties, should receive
every consideration. I feel sure thatI voice
the sentiments of every member of this House
when I say that this is not the class to which
attention need be directed too closely. How-
ever, if we search very closely, I think we will
Le able to find move than one whose non-
performance of duty is not due to declining
yeara. With those, where this is really the
cause, I hope the Government will extend
every fair play te them in consideration of
the services they have rendered to the conn-
try. For the other class to which enguiry hns
been directed, [ havo to say that I know of
one ease where the couse of cowplaint is not
incompetence or negligence, but very much
worse. The individual I refer to has done a
vary wrong thing, and should be dismissed.
His enae is one which I am quite prepared to
bring on at the proper time. While I
spy that fair play should be extended
to these who have becn long years in the ser-
vice, I hope the Government will not shrink
from denling with officiala in tho public service
merely because they have made mud pies with
them, We know that the Premier is likely to
shrink from taking action, but this resclution
will strengther his hand. I homor him for
that weakness, but it mnay be necessary, in the
best interests of the country, for & weeding
out tc take place.

Mz. Georae: This is very cruel on the
Premier.

Tee ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt): I would like to say something oa fhis
matter, because I feel very strongly the sug-
gestion that there may be in the public service
of this vountry persons who are known to be
incompetent, negligent, or indolent. I do not
know who the bon. member who has just
spoken alluded to in his rewarks, and I speak
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for my colleagues as well as inyself when 1 say
we know of no case at the present moment
that requires the dismissal, at our hands, of any
public official. It must not be forzotten that
on the very first day that this Government took
office we challenged the right of any public
servant who was not doing his duty to the
Stute to remain in the service. The very object
we had in view in appealing in the very case
referred to in the resolution waus to determine
this. We said that we would refnse to carry
on the Government unless we could deal with
indolen$ rogues who would not let us do the
business of the coontry. I think one of our
very first ncts was to discharge someone who
held a Ligh pesition, and who, we thought,
was not a fit subject for the service. In the
present month we have found it necessary to
denl with others, and a gentleman holding a
high position in the country was discharged
less than twe months back. Of course
4 is not pleasant work, bui the Go-
vernment does not shrink from it. As
I said before I know of no case such ug thab
suggested by the hon. mewber for Northam.
If hon. members do know of coses and tell us
the particulars, T need not say we will make
s'rict enquiries.  As far as the resolution goes
[ do not see very much to object toinit. Tt
is very carefully worded, nnd [ am sure the
hion. member hag no intention of doing any-
thing more than of drawing the attention of
the service thewmselves to the position in which
they stand. If cases do exist, the mere men-
tion of them to the politicul head of the De-
partment concerned will lend to careful in.
vestigation, While the duty of dismissing
gentlemen from the service is rn unpleasant
one, and only resorted to in extreme cases, the
Government does not shrink from it where tho
necessity does exist, and the very case of
Smith v. Shenton was cuarried on by the
Government in order that the whole of those
in the service should understand that we
would put up with no nonsense, and I believe
this is pretty well understood.

Tue PREMIER (Hon, Sir J. Forrest):
Perhaps the hon. member for Beverley will
withdraw his motion now.

Me. HARPER: I would Jike lo say a few
words in reply.

Mg. RANDELL: T would like to say, Mr.
Speaker, that so far as my own nersonal
opinion is concerned, the hon. member for
Beverley should withdraw his motion. If not,
I should like to speak on it. It is the mosy
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extraordinary resolution ever hrought before
this Honse, and if he proposes to proceed with
it, [ should like the opportunity of snying
something in regard fo it.

At 6.30 p.m. the Speaker left the chair,

At 7.30 p.m. the Speaker resumed the chair.

Mg. R. I'. SHOLL: Itis consider~d by some
hon. members that this resolution is & some-
what sweeping condemnation of the civil
gervice generally. [ do pot think the mover
intends it as such. No doubtia alarge public
service like ours there are individual cases of
incompetence, negligence, or indolence; but I
think, as o whole, wo should be proud of onr
Civil Service. At the same time, there will
always be cause for compluint when persons
are placed in positions they have wo right to
occupy. I have hewrd it said that one of the
qualifications of o civil servant was that he
should be ngood footballer or cricketer : and
it was only recently [ noticed & lebter in Lhe
Press referving Lo u case where worl was
found for an individual who happened to be
a good foothaller. I do not know whether
there is any truth in these reports or not. I3
hus been said that the Departments are over-
manned, and I think myself and the Govern-
ment employ three men to do two men’s
work in somme cases. No doubt the fact
that thoe inotion having been bhrought forward
will do some good, but it will he as well for
the mover to withdraw it. As to its heing a
motion of want of confidence in the Govern-
ment, I think that is a guestion of intention,
and I am sure the hon. member for Beverley
does not intend it as such.

Mg. FORREST : I fuil to see what good can
come of the resolution. If it is truein fuct, the
Government bave no right to remain in office,
and I am sure the hon. member for Beverley,
practical man ag he is, wonld not bring avesolu-
tion of this kind forward on mere rumours.
The question of incompetence or negligence
of officers is one entirely for the Departments
to deal with, and I think the resolution shonld
have been made to apply to Under-Secretaries,
for if it were said thut they were incompetent,
there would be something to discuss. My
experience of those officers is that. they are
very desirable meu indeed ; amd, if the
Ministers refused to take any notice of their
recommendations, the Honse wonld no doubt
hear of it. Since the Governmrnt bas been
in uffice, many objectionable perzons had been
removed from the service ; but I do not think
the Government should remove a man who has
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grown grey in the service without making
some practicul recognition of the work he has
done. I should like the hon. member for
Beverley to o Further with the reso]l}tion.
and make it provide thnt the Government
should be asked to instruct heads of Depart-
aments o report to Purlinment on the efficiency
of every person 1 the setvice. [ do not think
hon. members are in a position to criticise the
work of the civil servants, as they do not
understand the dulies inveolved. Having
been eleven years in the Civil Service myself,
I know u little ebout it, and in those days we
worked very hard for very little salary. I
hope the hon. member will withdraw the
resolution.

Me. RANDWLL: I do not want to say much
on thie matter. In the first place I think the
resolution should be made as two separate
motions. ‘The hon. member, first of all,
re-nffirm  that which has
already been affirmed by the Honse of
Lords, which is the highest Court of Appeal,
and I presume the civil servants know that
they can be dismissed whenever it is cunsidered
that circumsfances necessitate that cou se
being adopted. My opinion is thal the reso-
lution should never have been proposed. Its
very vagueness and indefiniteness condemas
it. The hon. member has moved in the matter
on the strength of a ramour, for the second
porticn of the resolution begina:—* "t it is
rumored, and belisved by sowe,” &e.; and it
sheuld never have been bLrought forward
unless the wover is prepared to quote instunces
in which either incompetence, negligence, or
indolence has been observed. In that case, it
would have been hisdutyto have moved directly
in the matter, and to bave named the persons
who, in his opinion, were not discharging their
duties. We have, ou the whole, a really good
civil service, Many of the officers are pos-
sessed of great ability, and discharge their
dutied in the best interests of the colony, but
no one is willing to say that there wre no
persons in the service who do mnut carry out
their duties to the fullest extent, not because
of incompetence, negligence, or indolence, but
becnuse they are not posseszed of the ability
which others enjoy. We canmot expect to
obtain really excellent servants unless we pay
them a fair and reasonable salary. The
ofticers in some of the departments, notahly
the Pustn! Department, where some bave to
subsist on £30 per year, and pay enormous
rates, are very wuch underpaid. If the



Civil Service Reform.

resolution had come from the Opposition,
it would have been regarded as & want of
confidence motion, and as it is, it seeks to
usurp the functions of the Government; for
if the Government: cannot say whether a man
does his duty or not, T um sure the hon
member for Beverley cannot. He is not
justified in casting this atigma on the pumblic
service of this colony by introducing a motion
of this sort. I awmn surprised to find that the
Government are inclined to pass the resolu-
tion, for I gathered from the Ministerial
speeches that such was their intention. I
cznnot understand the hon. membar's object
in moving the resolution. We know him as
one of the practical members of the House,
who would not take such a step withont the
moat enveful consideration. I think under the
circumstances it is cruel to bring the matter
before Parlinment. I do not want to argue
in favor of the Civil Service, but I think there
are 8 number of ¢ivil servants who are work-
ing very long hours, and work overtime for
which they are not paid, and for these reasons
alone thi:z resolution should be withdrawn,
It will not redound to the credit of the
Assembly if it is allowed to go on its recorda.

Me. JAMES: Before the motion is with-
drawn, and my cowmplaint is that the hon.
member for Beverloy generally does withdraw
his resolutions, T would like w0 express my
thorough comc¢mrrence in it, and my
gratification in finding that there are
some hon. memhers who recognise the need of
pointing out that the Civil Service does ve-
quire to be changed. 1 do not believe that
heeause it js o painful duty we should shirk
it, and I challenge contradiction when I state
that there are some civil servants who are
not competent.

Mg, RawpeLs : Name them.

Mr. JAMES: I decline to name them, be-
caunge [ should be guilty of that cruelty with
which the hon. member has charged the homn.
member for Beverley. I would name them
privately, but it is nof fair to do so here. I
do not think we can do more than to impress
upon the Government, even by & vague resolu.
tion such rs this, the necessity of constantly
watching the Civil Service. The grave com-
plaints made concerning it ure not that some
menin itare paid toomuch,but that men who, in
some cases are paid well, are not fitted for tha
positions which they occupy. The hon, mem-
ber complains, T take ib, that the Ministerial
eye is shut to the faults of men in compara-
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tively high positions, but is ever vigilant to
detect the shortcomings of those in lower
positions in the service. Although the civil
servants are paid low salaries they will be
quite satisfied if they feel free from the
risk of being wmade to suffer from the shori-
comings of others. That is the cause of the
present dissatisfnction. It is impoasible to
inangurate any scheme in connection with the
Civil Service that will not work some hardship;
but if ocompetitive examination for each grade
is insisted upon, although we might have
round men in square holes, we would raise the
standard of the Civil Bervice. Recently T asked
a question with regard to the overtime worked
by the clerks in the accountant’s branch of the
Railway Depariment, and I think it is o scan-
dal that that department should be so grossly
undermanned, thutthe men should always have
to work two or three hours’ overlime every
night. It haa been found that if the em-
ployees, wishing to have nn hour or two tfo
themselves, did not return, they have been sus-
pended, and the probahilities are that the
Comrissioner of Railways never hears of the
suspension. [ thoroughly support the motion,
and [ would impress upon the Government the
need of putting the Civil Service on sucha
basis, that all those whoe form n part of it,
should recognise, that w though their positiona
and salaries ure low, if they work hard and do
their best, promotion wul follow in due
course.

Mg, Ranpecn: Turn the Ministry out
then.

Me. Simpson : Hear, hear,

Me. ILLINGWORTH : There are two sides
to most questions,and this one is no exeeption.
T do not think it is possible for the ouse to
conceive that the hen. member for Beverley
could have possibly moved a vobte of want of
confidence in the Government; but if it is
possible to frame a vote of that sort, I
think thie iz about the right subject to po
upon. I am certain that had thia motion
come from, say the hon. member for
Albany, we should have had an immediate
adjournment to discnss the subject as a vote
of want of confidence. Passing from this, I
think the hon, member for Beverley has en-
deavored to do a service for which the Min.
iatry and the country ought to be grateful.
1 think the resolation is aiming at something
which the House should consider from a very
different standpoint. The subject can be
broached without casting any reflection on
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either the Government or the Civil Service.

Mz. RanpernL: Prove it.

Mz, ILLINGWORTH : I'o prove things is
awkward sometimes. If 1 were to speak on
the anthority of whal I have seen, and of what
1 kanow of the Civil Service, I eljould affirm
that there are men in the service who do not
do their duty. Some men who have been in
the Government eervice, I have heard say,
did not do onnstroke of work for three or four
days. It is sntisfactory for me to know, that
while [ have been in thia colony, these kind
of men are dropping ont of the service, as
they are in other colonies. It is satisfuctory
to me because it is appavent that there is, on
the part of the heads of the Departments nod
the Government, some kind- of supervisinn,
perhups more thap we nre prepared to give
credit Ffor. 1hese two opinions have pre-
sented themselves to my mind, fiest, that
there was ground for the rumor that
there were persons in the service who
were incompetent, negligent, and indolent;
and second, that while there ia ground for
that ruwor, no accusation can be made
againef the Government, becanse they are
endeavoring to weed out these kind of men.
If thia House imagines that it is possible to
put absolutely irreproachable men into an
ever ingreasing service, such as ours, it is ex-
pecting ton moch. No business man can do
that, and we cannot, thercfore, expect &he
Miniatry to do it. There are men in the Civil
Serviee here, to whom work is no watter of
congequence. If they cnn get to the office,
half an hour after the regulation time, they
will do so ; .f they can leave before the lunch-
eon hour, they will do so, and if they can get
awny a quarter of an hour before the usual
time of finishing their work, they will
get away. The impression appears to exist
mnongat civil servants, that when once they
obtain  position there, they cannot be removed.
1f that iden is allowed to grow, those who are
inclined to be indolent wilt take advantage of
it, and if I understand the resclution rightly,
its object i3 to remove that idea. T take it
that the hon. member for Beverley wants the
civil servants to understand that they have no
leage of the positions they occupy, and to
insist upon that being underatoed, will not, in
my opinion, injure the employees of the State
in particalar, or the Civil Service in general.

Civil rervants have complained to me that ! not

they had to work overtime beecause other men
do not attend to their duties, and that there
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are men, either throngh incompetency or lack
of ubility, whoave not fulfilling the conditions
of the positiona they occupy,and as a conse-
quence of their being unable or unwilling to
do their work, other men are doing more than
their foir share, for which they do not get an
excess of pay.

Me. ForresT: They are not worked hard.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : It is all very well to
say that, but I like to be fair to everyone. If
there ia one thing the Ministry should he
proud of, it is that they have young men at
their disposal, whom they can send ont into
the back country, to take responsible posi-
tions, without local mupervigion, and whom
they ean trust to earnestly strive to do their
daty. There are many in these positions who
nrereceiving far less salary, than a miner gets
for eight hours’ work, and the hon. member
for Yilgarn will support me on that point;
and these men are worked tem, twelve, and
fourteen hours n day, and yet are ea-nestly
determined to de their duty for the Civil Ser-
vice. I quite agree that if we had closed this
debate hefore tea, and allowed this motion to
be passed without anything being said on the
other mide, it would have heen cruel ; but I do
not think any member of the Civil Service
will be grieved, now that hoth sides of the
question arastated. LookingattheCivil Service
as s whole, I think we may take it for geanted
that it is a credit to the colony, and I have
pleasure in stating my conviction, in accord-
ance with thot of the Hon. the Premier, that
this gountry is being well served. Noone can
any, that because for the most part we have
good servants, therenreno bad ones. Tt is desir-
able that something should be said sometimes
in Parlinment, to let civil servants know that
their actions are being watched; to let the
Government know, when they take mpon
themselves to do their duty—and I am satis
fied that they did in this matter—in
weeding out those gentlemen who are
either incompetent or indolent, or who place
too high a value wpon their services,
thoy will be supported in their action. There
is nothing that will demoralise any Civil Ser-
vice, so much as to allow incompetent and
indolent men to receive the same pay, the eame
congideration, and the same advancement, as
the earnest and devoted officer receives; and

- 1 am eatisfied that although there are

many, there are some men in
the service who are discouraging effi-
cient officers, simply bLecause they are not
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doing their duty, and are treated with
the sume amount of consideration ns those
who do their best. I do not think the hon,
member desires to do more than to affirm
that the Government should exercise the
power vested in them of discharging servants
who geglect their duty., If he goes further
than that he will be out of place; and I think
that the debate has gerved a nseful end, in
calling the attention of the civil servants to
the fact, thatthey hold their positionsby reason
of good behaviour, and further, ns a means of
asking the heads of departments to see that
that good behaviour is maintained.

Mg, LEAK® : I om sure fhat hon.
members will not expect me to be gaided
by any ideas of falze pontiment with
rogard t> the immediate effect upon the
Government Benches of this resolution.
If it should turn out that it amounts to
n vote of want of confidence, and if it should
unhappily be carried, that would not prevent
me from voling upon or supporting the
resolution. We need not he too crifical in
examining into the intreductory words of o
resolution, nud if we ook at what we may
term the “operative words,” we find that
what the hon. member desires to afirm is,
that this House desires that the Government
should take steps to replace officers, who,
through incompetency, negligence, indolence
or other caunses, do not give thateervice to the
State which the pnblic has o right to expeet.
Now, is thera anything objectionable in that?
Can any hon. member say he would not affirm
that principle? In dealing with questions
such as this, where it may be suggested that
attacks nre made upon a particular body of
men, or perhaps upon individuals, naturally
the mover of such o resolution iz guided by
some feelings of delicacy in mentioning names
or boaing too parbicular, It is rash sometimes
to become invidions, and the hon. member for
Beverley is not what we would call a rash
man, although sometimes he surprises us on
this side of the Honse by the direct thrusts he
makesat those who appear, under ordinary
gircumstakces, to be his immediate friends;
hut when the interests of the country are
involved, | am glad to say the hon. member
for Beverley is one of those who does not
hesitate to express, in emphatic terms, any
opinion he may hold on any eubject. If this
resolution will do no other good, it will have
this effect, viz., it will direct the attention of
the Civil Service Commiesion to the gquestion
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of enquiring ns to overtime, the remuneration
for anch, the incompetency, or the indolence,
or otherwise, of the employees penerally, and
I am perfectly certain that, ns there are three
hon. members of this House who are
on that Commission, we may expect they
witl accept the hint, and make enguiries
in the direction the hon. member for
Beverley indicates. If nauy member
of the Government can get up and say he is
perfectly certain there is not an incompetent,
not n negligent, or that there is not an indo-
lent civil servant in auy department, then T
am porfectly certain the hom, member for
Beverley will withdraw his resolation; but
we have not yot had that assuvance, and if
rumor is correct—and runor is dealt with in
thig resolution—there are grievances and there
are troubles, although we may not be able at
the present moment to place our finger on any
particular blot. Yet sureiy it is not improper
to draw the attention of the Government to
the fact that these defects exist. Surely the
fact that clerks are worked for hours and
hours overtime, and that they do that over-
time, not once or iwice in each week, bunt
every day in the week, and for successive
wecks, without extra pay, shows the necessity
for enquiry. It is not fair to ask these em- ’
ployees to devote more than the ordinary
allotted time to the public service, without
adequately remunerating them, and if it is, as
has been suggested, the result of the incom-
petency of some of the clerks in the same depart-
ment, then it ahows atill more the necessity for
further enquiry. I think the hon. member for
Nannine hit the nail on the head, when he
said that all the’ Hounse desired was, that the
Governmant shoald make these enguiries, and
if they found there were any clerks, whose
services should be dispensed wi'th, that course
should certainly be pursued. In doing that
the Government would have the support of the
House. [ cannot help it if this resolu tion does
amonnt to one of no confidence. I did not
propose it. I did not kmow I was such an
abandoned creature, until the debate of a few
nighta ago, and I don’t want to runm any
further risk. I see no objection, however, in
affirming the principle, that this House desires
thatthe Government should take steps to re-
place officers who may be} incompetent, negliy -
ent, or indolent, with others of efficiency.

Mr. GEORGE: I have oply a few words to
say in regard to this matter, and I shall
endeavor to aveid a rebuke from the hon.
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member for West Perth, who saya I talk too
much’ [ agree with the first part of the
resolution, as it affirms that the civil servants
of Western Australia are engaged under simi-
lar conditions as those made in a mercantile
firm, which are thut an employee must do his
duty or be discharged. With regard to the
second portion of the resolution, I take ii
that it is meaat to bring forcibly before the
Government what is ¢ertainly public opinion,
that there are persons in the Civil Service who

wonld be better out of it, 8o far as efficiency-

is concerped. Taking it that way, Ido not
think there is anythiog to grumble at. I
understood the hon. member for Perth 40 say
that & man would render service to the Siate
nccording to the salary he received, and I
think that amounts almest to an insult to the
Service. .

Mg. RANDELL :
sort.

Me. GEURGE : T am glad the hon. member
did not say so, far T feel assured thata man in
receipt of £60 n year would do his duty ns
well as a man who gets £300 a yeav. 'That is
all T wish to say, and I think the Giovern ment
will take the resolution in a friendly spirit.
~ Mr. CLARKSON: I think there is rather
more in this motion than appears ot first sight.
It cannot be denied that there is great dis-
satisfaction exp:essed Ly the outside public
with the administration of our Civil Service,
especially in regard to the Railway Depart-
ment. It appears to me that if the resolution
were carried it wouid be tantamount to a vote
of want of confidence in the Government.

Mr. Simegon: So it ia.

Me. CLARKSON: [ am not prepared to
support such a motion. 1 do not think hon.
members, or the ecolony generally, are prepared
for a change of Government at present. T
take it that the hon. member for Beverley
does not mean that. What he intends is, T
think, that there should he some alteration in
the Civil Service that would perhapsmake the
Commiasioner of Railways o little more care-
ful in the administration of his Department,
together with some of the heads of Depart-
ments.

I sid nothing of the

M. SIMPSON: I have felt myself to be in -

& difficalty ever since I first saw this motion.
I cannot understand it, Sir,and T have noticed
that hon. memhers have, sn far during the
debate had a vaguedesire tograsp itsmeaning.

On the face of if, I should think it was a

vote of no-confidence, and that, coming from
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such an influential quarter, it would carry
great weight on the Ministerial side of the
House. When [ heard of that little clause
which it wus proposed to sundwich in between
the two portions of the resolution, and which
reads—*That the earnest endeavors and
incessant labors of Ministers in this Goveru-
ment are gratifying to the country, and should
evoke tho carnest loyulty of all civil servants ™
—it ogeurred to me thet the hon. member for
Beverloy thought it necessary to insert it in
order to prevent the motion bheing regarded
as an cxpression of want of confidence
in the Government. But the rules of
the House prevented that from being
done. Now, if this resolution iz meant as
n wholesale condemnation of the Civil Service
of the country, T am opposed to it, and frow
what I know of the mover I cannot think he
wonld suggest snch & wotion. I am perfectly
satisfied that we have in our Civil Service ns
capable, accomplished and upright men as
there are to be found in any part of the world,
and men of whom we are pround. That there are
drones, there is no doubt ; and with regard fo
thir overtime I have no hesitation in saying
that nighiwork is a waste of tims. I speak
after long commereial expericnce.  The man
who works hard from S a.wm. t0 5 p.m., and
comes back continuously to work nt nightis
wasting time, and becomes unable to sccom-
plish his work properly. That he deteriorates
has been proved by the enquiries of Comumis-
sionsin Victorin and New South Wales,
The suggestion put forward by this resolution,
as far as I can gather its meaning, is that all
public officers should do their duty in an
efficient manper. That does not req..ire a
resolution of this House to establish, for it is
a necessary condition upon which every officer
enters the public service. I think the bulk of
thia rasolution is aimed at the Worke Depart-
ment ; and, so far a8 I know, that Department
is the only one in the service that farnishes
any ground for this resolution. Possibly,
later on, an opportunity will occur of referring
to that Depurtment wore in detail. It was
rather surprising that this motion should be
moved by the hon. member for Beveriey
and supported by the hon. member for
Northam, who referred to some case that
evidently needs to be looked into. ‘I'he
hon. member for East Perth, too, used words
that implied there was something in the
background, which I, as well aa the nn-
initiated, know nothing about. If the hon.
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member  for Beverley will give us an
opportunity of knowing the exnet details,
we shall be able to give him more sup-
port. I shall be happy to suppert the reaolu-
tien, and hope it will accomplish some good.
Wae have gentlemen on the Ministerial benches
to whom we should look for exact oversight
of the various Departments, and I think it is
wrong to go beyond them. They are those
who receive the emoluments of the country,
and who are responsible to us and the people of
the couniry for every member of the Civil
Service. I have much pleasure in supporting
the motion, so far as I understand it.

Mr. HARPER: I have not very much to say
in reply. I must, honwaver, thank hon. members
for the way in which they have accepted the
motion. That reception has been mostly in the
spirit in which the motion was prompted. Ialso
thonk the Government for the way they have
recoived it. I cannot sit down without saying
a word or two in reply to the hon, member for
Perth. He said he was surprised I shoald
bring such a resolution forwnrd, and that it
was very improper of me fo do so. I thank
that hon. member for the kind lecture he gave
me, but I wish to say, that as long as I have
a seat in this House, I shall exercise my rights,
and seek to do my duty, by bringing before the
attention of hon. members any aubject upon
which the public feel they have a grievance.
1 cannot understand how the hon. member
who has filled the position of leader of
the Opposition, should think that an extra-
ordinary course. I do mnot think I need
say much beyond what I sald in my
opening speech., I had no desire or in-
tention of pointing to any particular in-
dividual. My sole desire was to bring before
the public notice, and that of the Government,
the desirability of doing all that was possible
to secure an efficient Civil Service.

Tre SPEAKER: I cannot putany amend-
ment to this motion except with the full con-
sent of the House, If any member objects, I
cannot submit it.

Mr. SimesoN : I object.

Motion, as originally proposed, put, and
division taken, with. the following result:—

Ayes w19
Noes - 4

Majority for e ... 15
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NoEs.
Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Loton
Mr H. W, Sholl
Mr. Randell {Teller )

Aves.
Mr. Burt
Mr. Clarkson
Mr. Cooleworthy
Sir John Forrest

Mr. Hooley
Mr. Illingworth
Mr. James

Mr. Kee

Mr. Leake

§r, Moran

Mr. Phillips
Mr, R. ¥, Sholl
Mr. Simpson
BMr. Throssell
Mr. Traylen
Mr. Venn

Mr. Wood

Mr. Harper (Teller.}

Reosolution pagsed.

ADJOURNMENT.
At 8.35 o’clock p.m. the House adjourned.

Legislatibe Assembly,

Tuesday, 6tk August, 1895.

Avbitration Bill; Select Commilte’s report—Part-
nership  Bill ;  Select Committeds report—
Criminal Fuidence Bil; Select Commillees
report—Fevtilisers and Feeding Stuffs Bill; in
committee—Railwcay and Refreshnient Rooms
Licensing Bill : second veading— Message from
His Excellency the Administrator: Duties on
Estates of Deceased Persons Bill—d4djourn-
ment.

Tae SPEARER took the chair at 4.30
o'clock pm.
PRAYERS.

ARBITRATION BILL.
SELECT COMMITTEE'S REPORT.

Mz, JAMES brought up the report of the
Select Committee, with amendments made in
the Bill, and moved that the report be
printed.

Agreed to.



